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THE TRUE COSTS OF THE WAR IN
IRAQ TO OUR MILITARY AND TO
THE AMERICAN TAXPAYER

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, over the
last week, we have seen more proof of
the devastating effects that war in Iraq
is having on our Nation’s budget and
military.

Last week CRS reported that the av-
erage monthly cost of the Iraq War is
now $10 billion a month. That means
this year alone, the Bush administra-
tion has already spent $60 billion in
Iraq. Just imagine how we could have
used $60 billion here at home? We could
have improved a lot of Americans’ lives
and addressed our deficit.

The war is also negatively impacting
our military. Last week the Army an-
nounced it missed its recruiting goals
for the 2nd month in a row, falling 1,000
recruits shy of its June goals.

Mr. Speaker, the status quo cannot
continue in Iraq. That’s why Demo-
crats have repeatedly tried to change
the direction of the war, with little
help from our friends across the aisle.
How much worse do things have to get
before congressional Republicans stop
blindly following President Bush?

The warning signs of change have
been in the air for months. But Repub-
licans refuse to see them.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF SER-
GEANT WILLIAM “BILL’ ZAPFE

(Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise this morning to honor the life
of Sergeant First Class William ‘‘Bill”
Zapfe. Sergeant Zapfe was serving with
the Army’s 3rd Infantry Division as a
combat engineer when he was trag-
ically killed by an improvised explo-
sive device last month. Sergeant Zapfe
was a dedicated soldier on his third
tour in Iraq.

Bill grew up in Park Hills and Dry
Ridge, Kentucky, and joined the mili-
tary shortly after graduating from
high school. He came from a family of
dedicated public servants. His late fa-
ther, Joseph, was a State trooper, and
his two brothers, Joseph and Edward,
have also both dutifully served our Na-
tion. He is remembered by his family
as a loving and devoted husband and fa-
ther. Bill Zapfe is a true patriot who
died fighting for a cause he believed in.
Bill leaves behind his mother, Jeanne;
his loving wife, Evelyn; and his three
children, Anastasia, Cameron, and
Spencer.

Today, as we honor the life of Ser-
geant Zapfe, our thoughts and prayers
are with his family and friends during
this difficult time.

We thank Sergeant Zapfe for his
service and for answering the call to
protect our great Nation.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

INTERIM REPORT SHOWS THAT A
NEW DIRECTION IS NEEDED IN
IRAQ

(Mr. SARBANES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, last
week the White House released an in-
terim report on Iraq that unfortu-
nately reaffirms what we have known
for quite some time: The President’s
troop escalation plan is not working
and we are desperately in need of a new
direction in Iraq.

Since the President announced his
surge 6 months ago, we have lost 600
American troops and spent another $60
billion. And yet by the Bush adminis-
tration’s own admission, there is un-
satisfactory progress on all of the po-
litical reconciliation benchmarks an-
nounced by the President in January.

Mr. Speaker, just days after this re-
port was released, the White House
once again asked for more time to pur-
sue the President’s failed strategy. But
the American people and this Demo-
cratic Congress know that more time
and lower standards are no substitute
for real progress.

It is time for a new direction in Iraq.
The House acted last week. The Senate
has the opportunity this week. They
should join us in changing course.

————
SCHIP TAX INCREASE

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, as the
body here begins the debate on the
SCHIP reauthorization plan, separate
from Medicaid, I would encourage my
colleagues not to lose sight of the pur-
pose of this program, which is insuring
underprivileged children.

When we created this program in
1997, it was intended to provide health
insurance for children at or around 200
percent of the poverty line. Today in
States like Minnesota, almost 40,000
people are enrolled in SCHIP; 34,000 of
them are adults.

The Democrats want to expand this
program up to 400 percent of the Fed-
eral poverty line. This type of expan-
sion would allow a family of four with
an income level of more than $80,000 to
be eligible for the SCHIP program in
some parts of this country.

Let’s get our priorities straight. We
want to provide insurance for under-
privileged children, not adults who can
afford to pay for it themselves.

———

LET’S FOCUS ON THE REAL
THREAT

(Mr. UDALL of New Mexico asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.
Speaker, President Bush said last week
al Qaeda in Iraq attacked us on 9/11.
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Nothing could be further from the
truth. The truth is there was no al
Qaeda in Iraq on 9/11. In fact, we helped
create al Qaeda in Iraq by our invasion.
And what we are going to learn today
from our intelligence service report is 4
years in Iraq has made al Qaeda strong-
er around the world.

So let’s get our facts straight in this
war and focus on the real threat in a
smart and intelligent way.

———

NYPD OFFICER RUSSEL
TIMOSHENKO

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, those who
wear the badge of a peace officer do so
with valor and the determination to
serve their community. NYPD Officer
Russel Timoshenko was one of those
peace officers.

Officer Timoshenko chose to be an
American citizen and legally immi-
grated to the United States from Rus-
sia in 1993. He followed the law to get
here and then became a protector of
the law as a member of New York
City’s Finest.

Around 2:30 a.m., Tuesday, July 10,
2007 Officers Timoshenko and Herman
Yan stopped an SUV on a dark New
York City street. As the officers ap-
proached the SUV, the passengers
turned and gunned down both officers.
Officer Yan was shot in the chest and
arm, and he will recover. Russel Timo-
shenko was shot twice in the face, and
Saturday the 23-year-old officer died.
He had been a New York City cop for
only 18 months. Two outlaws have been
arrested for murder.

Mr. Speaker, Officer Russel Timo-
shenko was the American Dream, a
naturalized citizen who dedicated his
life and service to American citizens.
America can use more American immi-
grant citizens who wear the badge.

And that’s just the way it is.

———————

COLORECTAL CANCER SCREENING
AND DETECTION COVERAGE ACT

(Mr. BOREN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express the importance of ac-
cess to colorectal cancer screening
tests for Americans.

Like far too many other Americans,
my life has been touched by cancer.
Nine years ago I lost my mother,
Janna, to colon cancer. I understand
too well the importance of catching
cancer early.

Colorectal cancer is a leading killer
in the United States that will unneces-
sarily take the lives of more than 52,000
of our constituents. This is a tragedy
because we have every tool necessary
to prevent suffering and almost all
death from this disease.

Last September I took very seriously
the fact that I signed the 2015 Pledge to
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